r\bstract-In this study, '7 aphasic patients and 20 normal individuals took a dra\vn pantomime interpretation test. The scores made by aphasic patients were significantly lo\+er than those of control subjects. The disorders observed could not be explained by the severity of the aphasic disorder considered at a communicative level, the onset time of the brain lesion or by lexical semantic disturbances.
The authors suggest that one determinant is the 'plausibility between the represented gesture and the object chosen. The plausibility factor is probably not of a linguistic nature. This interpretation is discussed in the light of earlier investigations.
INTRODUCTION

SINCE aphasia
has been scientifically investigated, two theoretical points of view exist concerning the specificity of aphasic disorders. According to the first theoretical approach, aphasic disorders are the result of a general disturbance of the symbolic function [l-3] . The second considers aphasia as a specific linguistic disorder [4-71, selectively affecting the processes of linguistic behaviour without affecting the non-verbal communication behaviour. This problem has been considered in several early and recent observations from the point of view of pantomime recognition. Their results are contradictory. For instance, JACKSOS [8] and HEAD [2] vieued the impairment in pantomime recognition by aphasic patients as the result of a general disturbance that equally affected verbal and non-verbal communication. However ZANGWILL [9] and ALAJOUANINE and LHERMITTE [4] reported that severely aphasic patients may show intact non-verbal communicative behaviour. According to the latter there is no consistent relationship between verbal and non-verbal communication disorders. The experimental approach to this problem does not provide clear and consistent results either. In DUFFY et al.'s study [IO] , aphasic patients, subjects with right brain lesions, subjects with subcortical lesions and normal individuals took a pantomime recognition test. A pantomime was executed by the examiner and the subjects were asked to point out among four drawings the object whose use was pantomimed.
The results sho\ved an important deficit among the aphasic patients which was proportional to the severity of the aphasia. In a subsequent study, GAINOTTI and LEMMO [l I] partly confirmed this result. They found a more important impairment in pantomime recognition among aphasic patients as compared to non-aphasic subjects with left and right brain lesions, but this defect was much stronger in patients with semantic lexical disorders. The authors suggested that in some forms of aphasia there was a disorder in some general representative activity. This disorder *Requests for reprint should be addressed to X Seron, Laboratory of Experimental Psychology, University of Liege. Bvd. de !a Constitution, 32. B-1020, Liege, Belgium.
